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Sen. Patterson accomplishes much during 92nd Legislature 
 
 
LANSING – During the 2003-2004 legislative session, Sen. Bruce Patterson saw a number of his initiatives 
signed into law. The most recent of these include Senate Bills 1409 and 1470-1472. 
 
SB 1409, now Public Act 550, allows new technology for records keeping. It should help save taxpayer 
dollars on both the local and state levels. 
 
SBs 1470-1472, now PAs 555-557, permit patients to appoint a patient advocate to make mental health 
treatment decisions for them. They establish the ability for patients to create psychiatric advance directives in 
the future event they are incapable of making their own decisions. Patients would be able to designate a 
physician who is authorized to make a determination of their ability or inability to participate in mental health 
treatment decisions.  
 
Overall, Patterson saw 21 of his bills become public acts. He authored a total of 78 bills, 22 Senate 
Resolutions and 6 Concurrent Resolutions. His legislation dealt with a variety of issues including trash 
control, healthcare, the environment, housing inspections, cracking down on methamphetamine labs and 
illegal drugs, watercraft safety, nursing, economic development, child support and heath savings accounts. His 
resolutions dealt with trains blocking crossings, spam e-mail, and the development of a bridge between Sugar 
and Meso Islands in the Detroit River.   
 
“I went to Lansing to make a positive contribution, both for my district and for the State of Michigan, and I 
believe I have done so,” Patterson said.  “I am grateful to my constituents for allowing me to serve them. I 
intend to keep working hard to earn the trust they have placed in me.” 
 
At the halfway point in his first term as a Senator, Patterson already has received notable recognition from a 
variety of groups. He was awarded “Legislator of the Year” by the American Institute of Architects, “Friend 
of Nursing” by the Michigan Nursing Association, and received a “Legislative Award,” from the Senior 
Alliance. He was also chosen as the first recipient of the American Council of Nurse Practitioners’ “Advocate 
of the Year” award.    
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